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Course Guide Day 5, July 8, 2021 

Fentanyl 
Review the Module: Fentanyl (LIVE) 0:46 

Key Teaching Points 
1. What are the available dosage formats of fentanyl? 
2. What are the pharmacokinetics of the available dosage formats? 
3. How would you contrast the pharmacokinetics of fentanyl with morphine? 
4. When is a transdermal fentanyl patch potentially useful? 
5. What situations could change the absorption of fentanyl from a transdermal patch? 
6. How do you convert from oral morphine to transdermal fentanyl? 

Reflection 
How confident are you in the amount of fentanyl that is absorbed in the transdermal patch and 

transmucosal products? 
What do you think patients and families feel when they hear the word fentanyl? 
In what situations would you personally hope to use a fentanyl patch instead of an oral opioid? 

 

  

https://pallmed.us/pcic/pain-fentanyl/
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Methadone 
Review the Module: Methadone (LIVE) 1:06 

Key Teaching Points 
1. What is the history of methadone? 
2. What is the mechanism of action of methadone? 
3. What are the indications for using methadone? 
4. What are the available dosage formats? 
5. What are the pharmacokinetics of methadone? 
6. What are the potential benefits of methadone? 
7. What is the relative cost of methadone? 
8. What are the risks associated with methadone? 
9. How do you convert from morphine to methadone? 
10. How do you start methadone in opioid naïve patients? 

Reflection 
What do most patients and families think when they hear the word methadone? 
What will you do if a patient needs methadone and has a QTc of 550? 
I say methadone is a 5-star medication, what do you think? 
In what situations would you personally hope to use methadone instead of an alternate opioid? 

 

  

https://pallmed.us/pcic/pain-methadone/
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Opioids in Hepatic & Renal Failure 
Review the Module: Opioids in Hepatic & Renal Failure (LIVE) 1:18 

Key Teaching Points 
1. How are opioids metabolized in the liver? 
2. How is opioid metabolism impacted by liver failure? 
3. How does impaired hepatic function affect the pharmacokinetics of medications? 

a. Absorption 
b. Distribution 
c. Metabolism 
d. Excretion 

4. What opioids can you use in hepatic failure? What opioids to avoid? 
5. How do you dose opioids in hepatic failure? 
6. How is opioid metabolism impacted by renal failure? 
7. How does impaired renal function affect the pharmacokinetics of medications? 

a. Absorption 
b. Distribution 
c. Metabolism 
d. Excretion 

8. What are the potentially toxic opioid metabolites? 
9. What are the signs of opioid-induced neurotoxicity? 
10. What can lead to opioid-induced neurotoxicity? 
11. How do you manage opioid-induced neurotoxicity? 
12. What opioids can you use in renal failure? What opioids to avoid? 
13. How do you dose opioids in renal failure? 

Reflection 
Balancing pain control and side effects is challenging in patients with liver dysfunction. 
Metabolites matter. 
How would you feel if giving a patient an opioid, results in neurotoxicity? 

 

 

https://pallmed.us/pcic/pain-opioids-in-hepatic-renal-failure/
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